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How Misogyny Hurts
QUEER COMMUNITIES







This zine began with a
conversation between myself
and annah about how much we
hate misogyny and how much it
goes unchecked around us.
The information came from
conversations we've had over
the years with our friends and
other queers and just life in
general. We put out a call out
for submissions and here we
are with some folks” §
experiences about misogyny in
different queer contexts. This
is not meant to be all inclusive
and I would love to hear other
peoples’ experiences with
misagyny. The compilation
process has been super
validating and eye opening for
me, and I appreciate all who
contributed either through the
written or verbal word!

each unique piece and
including digestive pauses})
between them...eat up kids!




 Not radical

Mot an anarchist
 Not queer]

All femmes wear heels and §g

skirts

Femmes are
consumerists /materialistic
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(Own It, then lets work from there!
' r: I hear one rmrre-ml_er hhm TErthL i 1"-'|.'T )

||1.1-.J;|. {0 E:.u.l mvistble am wng a commumly of
people whom you identify with feels shitty. 1

invalidating and divisive, Without a doubt,
things are problematic and should be confronted
But as an Afro-Latina Femme Dyke, [ feel goddamn
sick of OWFs failing to recognize that this
“invisibility”" entitles them to more privileges and
forms of safety than femmes of color could ever §

i dream of having access to.,




NEWSFLASH: Femme's of color not only absorb

the constant impacts of patriarchy, but our gender-

race combinations are often dangerously exoticized,
fetishized and tokenized in the mainstream world a8

some of these things are true about me, but that’s
not-the point), Whether | identify as het or queer
doesn’t matter in these imtial moments-
Hassumptions noted above first ake president and set
N the stage for any further interaction that may follow
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I'n preserve thelr supposed physical, neninl and sexuml zafety,
female-assigned queers have formed & tubhle of people with some simlar
expericnge s which they call 8 cominumt} A5 1 micsl ;
R caperiefoes e dominnnt i the A erity. fw hite. middle to wpper class, PO

IS, those whioke

bhodied, non-trans, efe, eic.] pinke wsslmpOns Lak eYEryoRe else around

Tzt hike conservallvie sUDUT hanites, they

them his similar experiences,
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il comfort and safety in those assumplions mather [

o leaen from the diflerences of thosa 01 indd thettd, | mns women \re no
only refused entritce into, bul are viewed as a threat to that bubble. 1 all my

venrs 0l |'“-\.'II1!_' motive i Lis UECT e, I have Him0st neven heen ms ked

abagl oy experetie dE A s woman, ot gyen iy Iy closest friends, How

can people who call themselves my lies allow that to happen? How can you

vl advecate for me i vou don understand my experiences’

v thet the lack of wndersiand

womer even: By those closest 1o U8, §& Oul DIESs et obatacle. 1 keeps us i
tanlated. hidden and in the closet. | regularly find mysel unable 1o share my
cxperiences becuuse phing in death into anything requires going back b
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| identify as famme, and am generally read as such when
I'm in queer spaces. My gender pxpression has come 10
ha & familiar and predictable part of my identity to thosa
around me— by this, | mean pecpie never com ment an
my appearance when I'm gporting femme” clothing of
accessories (mini-skirts, ight dresses, pumps, gaudy
ewelry), and are never surprised by the dress-up cholces

| make when aftending faux-fancy queer events (Hrtus, e
eoreels, pushup bras, hella queenie-ass makaisp}

K
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My best friend is buich identified, and quite similarty our,

' queer communities have come to expect a certain brand
of presentation from hir as well; artickes of clotihing such

‘_-1 as button-up collared shirts, neckties and vests, are seen

by our queer community as common-place when e S

wears tham. ""f

: &
e W -
| My paint in opening this essay with this seaming polanty
| of gender expressions is not meant to furher enact

modes of binary thinking. | simply mean to address two
main concepts: 1: The ways rigid fashion-expectations
often assentialize our genders and efiminate room for
liminality/fuidity (yes, even in queer contaxis; and i
ways in which queer community's offen favor and
privilege masculinity/masculing performance, which in
and of itzelf can reproduce patrianchy in subtie and
dangercus ways

The
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o Mot too long ago, ma and my BF were discussing the
*standard uniforms” wie often feed limiled to wearing due
lo the expectations of our gender exprasseons. | was
complaining that sometimes | jusl wanna wear a suit and
tie when dressing up for faux-fancy events, . bul | always
chicken out at the last minute because of the reactions |
may evoka...not that these reactions would be bad, but
they would be Reaclions...commants based on the
dafiance of my own lypically adopled gender norms. |

A don't wanna show up and be the main lopsc of
conversation, | don't wanna shack people, | just wanna
axparimeant with the complexities of my gender and
gender-axprassion, This insecurity 1§ no doubl based on
a lot af my own fears, bul | believe it to also be
symptomatic of langer subcultural pressures that uphold
stark (but silent) binary structures.

My BF expressed some similar sentiments, noting that
sometimes ze thinks it'd be fun to dress in 'drag’ and go
out dancing with all of our friends. Ze noted, “you'd never
know it, but | can work a pair of heals out on the dance
floor.” But like me, ze often feels imited to certain modes
of expression because ze “never wants 1o alfract more
attention to hirsalf than necessary.”

(BTW: I'm guoting/adiibbing this conversation with
parmission)

| 3 14
=0 long story shorl, we decided to suppori each other's
exploration processes one night. We showed up at a
dl quesr dance party together dressed in our usual clothing.
About an hour inlp the party, we slipped away together
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and changed mtn emh nthers clothing. Ze managed to

squeeze inlo my floral-print negligee and knee-high “h

platform boots, and neatly fastened hir hair back with my e, v

flamboyant gold-Lemay rose bamette. Simultaneously, | -
F . =
i

pulled hir black & gray pin-sinped pants up around my
waist, put on hir button-up black collared shirt, and
slipped hir grey linen vest over the top. | ket my hair fall

wild & messy around my face

Upon entenng the room of frends and acquantances
after our outfit exchange, | was shocked by the reactions




| ‘
| People were all over me, gushing about how HOT

(! |IDE'RE*1 People who had never noticed me befare began
coming over k2 infroduce themselves throughout the

avening. | got more phone-numbers that night than 1'd
gotten cumulatively throughout the entire time I'd been
out as queer. Moreover, throughout the course of the
naght people laughed at my jokes, people were guiel
when | told stores, and they actually listened atfentively ,
io my responses in group conversations. as if what | had q

| to say may be insightful and important. It wasn't until | -
expenienced this overi contrast that | reafized the lack of
general respect and camaraderie | sometimes feel in
these spaces when presenting as femme.  /




and fucked-up, binary-

My BF on the other hand, noted that familiar fiends were |
| pretly weirded out all night by hir *Get-Up," which was a
constant lopic of conversation throughout the Bvening EE.
noted that while ze definitely expected people to react in

o L .

| some way, 28 was shocked at how much people just
couldn't get over it. The shock was also accompanied)
by a senes of comments throughout the evening about hir
body, such as "“Woah, who knew ze had curves! or 1_
“Damn, check oul how awkwand 7e |ooks with r.lEavaga"l
My BF also noted that ze fall the strongest reactions from
hir friends who identify as buich or frans-masculing, a8
though hir experimentation with gender-prez that night
somehow destabilized their identities...(7) To lop it off,
when ze wenl outside the building to get some frash air

and a moment of alone-time, ze was grossly harassed by §

a car-full of drunk frat guys who were stopped at a nearby |

traffic light. Ze called it a "shitty reminder,” and noted tha

this hadn't happened to hir since ze started o presant as .‘ 2

mare androgynous/butch. @ %
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faux femme for hire

I realized | wasn't femme just about the time I
‘realized what femme power means and
‘the ways in which i was selectively using idt;__:_":}__::

o "j o
[Iclarify, I recognize that there are a myriad '§

—of manifestations of femme, some of which uhhze
—E‘IEI'EDI:_',.']::HE around gender perceptions and 3 |
assumphmﬁ regarding bodies and mental processing
__Fm one's advantage é"ﬁ&"
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' when 1 found out that my tough-guy front isn't
the only way to be re-apucted and hs-tt:med to ona
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H“lﬂ': 1 SR %ﬁ":’k couple years back, I was)
i leading a job on a high-stress worksite with about Pk
_, eight other crews, a four story building, and a lot of 7}
J’-“’ precarious work to be done including a crane 27
F ¥ lift. Crane lifts are about the most stressful part of big
jobs for me. They take tons of planning and ‘ﬁe&{
" ‘“11 coordination. Delicate packages weighing a few tons

| A % each are hoisted into the air and deposited nnﬁ_‘iﬁ.’ \
\.r ) building tops, and | channel the deep anality nl’_m;--"_;’-_“j"‘n
;{Jﬁh mutlu:u.‘ while trying to .nrg.rnlu:n.* my crew to be ‘ﬁﬁ -
4 professional and organized in the face of other &'rh :

Fl

| critical, onlooking workers, The morning of the crane ©
o Lift of this particular site, [ arrived slightly later than
| % my coworkers to find my crew leader and the crane V
;a‘ operator in heated debate, ' zan over to hear thvri‘)ﬁ"’#}

operator exclaimine that there was no *%&"*-ing |
{ way that we would be able to do the lift — there was
g i ™ i iy = i o -
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;! . e
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ino permit to block off street traffic and besides, there &
[ (were Jow power lines between the street and the g3 i
| | building, I stared at him, my mind spinning around
\ @ roll-a-deck of implications including dollary’ Gk - E A
y amounts of how much would be lost if we Lnuhllt (
' do the lift. I looked to either side of the building and @
saw a large, mostly empty Kragen's parking lot to S ,',_
_L'I'I'LI.-.‘ side. “How about from that parking lot?” | asked} 1 '
| < | him tentatively. “If we could use it, I could reach bm !
| there'sno *% "e-ing way,” he snorted, “i talked with
the site super before you all got here and he said that E
Kragen's will tow anyone who parks there in the 33y
day.” He continued spouting off why this ]uh uaq s
tucked and we should have planned hettv: g A




Without
even consciously realizing what I was doing |
walked past him slowly, towards the front door
of Kragen's. The store didn’t open until 8 and it was
only 7:30, but | saw a man milling around inside. |
bﬁ;ﬂ}e glanced at my reflection in the window,
swallowed, and knocked on the glass door. “Hello," 1
called in a sweel, higher-than-normal voice, “Hello,
Hello?” The man inside looked out from behind a
shelf and over at me. [ smiled and waved, stifling my
desperation and projecting the girl next door
friendliness. Sure enough he came to the door and
opened it as much as the chain locking it to the other
door allowed. “Hi," I said, “Uh, I'm working with a
crew on the job site next door, and uh, we have a

problem. I'm hoping you can help..” The man was
hesitant, and 1 could see him taking in my whole
package-- boots, roofing tar-splattered pants, dark
dickies, jacket, hard-hat, and a faux femme gooty,
bobbling face full with batting eyelashes and
flashing toothy nervous smile “Sure what's going
on?” he asked. “We need to do a crane lift and w
can't do it from the street. Itll only be an hour or
two, and we don't need that much space, but I'm
wondering if we can use part of your parking lot
here.” He nodded slightly, glanced behind him and
said, “Sure, go ahead— just be outta there by noon
and my boss won't know the difference.”

i . o i

LE
Ei“ Rl

4




“N | A

$¢a#hrq-m

By By B By By B By TR - By B B
L E555 SSEA IRt S5
:‘“ nervous smiled was quickly replaced by my open, fia
b dropped jaw-- and then again with a full smile. “Oh,

qﬁ.' god, thank vou, thank you so much!” I gasped and
; e then tried to throw a last splash of feminine ¢ o .' _
L& fratitude with a quick cute grin accompanied by a

ek
il

# slight tilt of my head and little shoulder lift. Then 1

E::_' ran h’q—"l"L o l-he- u‘pl."lld'-l'[_'!r EI["I.'d m}r Crew !'IZ_".' t.‘:'l.l rhem ..-

[ -\.'\':i;l
2 | think the most am

recounting the miracle of not losing close to ten Jereie
grand in a botched crane lift that I suddenly saw that] ':Ip ¥
the most powerful tools | had used lhﬂ.’[ dfaj.-' wrn'li j;.-l-:__ _.
my prized cordless saws or even the 100-ft 2SS J ‘m'ﬁ'?

crane. A tew years and social circumstances later |
thought a lot about switching pr:_'ni-:a.-n:n_{.!w!.;l assumed ;
gender roles to my advantage, and | definitely recognize
this choice as a privilege that unfortunately not ull. of my
trans, fender-gueer, femme, or butch-identified friends
and 1.'1..1.|1|.m1_1nil~.' have access to. However when.u tr-l-_"]:,
hell, | don't mind pournng a little femininity

nroprighe
appropriale .4 aatine SOME e S
ereal and eating some good gend

over my pa triarchy ©
facking breakfast,

ksugar hill {hm-lkur-rﬁ.-mutu.nlﬂn org) ' *
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how do you feel that you are excluded in & I 0

queer circles and how do you feel thh relates o misogyny?
- : | : “rﬂFF“:[—"
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i with grown-ups so | feel I might as well stay home because 1Us i
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In relation to misogyny the way patriarchy is set up, mom's are
expected {o stay home and watch the kids and in social seflings
momt's are the one's who watch the kids and that's what's
expected ofus. That carries through in queer social settings

usually too, There aren't a lot of parents in general in queer
| communities and you throw in agism and anti-breeding politics




Sl e

J: At times when | do g
with the kids 1 feel 1
the kids were involved.
people have gone out of their way t

There' ve b

me I:}r
wod

, 1o events when people are interacting

eally good about being

really enjoy being part of their lives and 1

.ause it doesn’t happen (hat often. I'm I

there and glad thal

een & conple times when
o hang out with the kids and

t's always amizing 1o

ke 'oh my gosh




J: as a parent 1 n -'1]1.._-.:||-§.:r.

out to the kids, and give up their privii

sutomatically assume that 'm straight and that my life is all

Labout being homt and being o housewife and 1 it was that is

o.k. too, Have more kid fiies wlly events. And maybe learmn how

i Patr rchy affects moms and care and v
sbout it, Also understand that some moms really like being
moms gnd want to be and that any cheice should be

¥

supported.. the struggle is shout women having choice

Jnclude and welcome all ages more
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Ayla is a woman. It takes a lot of work Just to be that,

and not have nthers secand -guess or make mws:b-'e her g

lfema e anc queer Jdentmes 5_:1.9 happens to be a trans woman,
I O

of 27 ears of age. But don't hold it

e o
aamqr her. She's a sober,
h.-bernatmg dark soul with 3 tender, “

npeﬂ' heart. A Pisces,
ure She's arso a total mera.hfread and doesn't : 11
P

e P 1"
- often fit into expected narmﬁ_ﬁ:rr what trans women
g . e

a i
dress like or are into., Sound familiar? ’
«£ \

-
She is in tms Zine .-:ause she s got important shit
o« 5

go ffg

to say.

-

- .-"6" -i‘ % >




Kernan: I know we've had lots of conversations surrounding g
frustrations/hurts you have in queer circles that stem from

reactions to you from queer cis women/lesbians.
Care to elaborate for our readers?

Ayla: Well, I perceive that cisgender leshians and queer
women are sometimes "okay with me" or "cool to me"”

- L LR F By by - & k= R -

(as I've put it before) as a fellow ueer, yet it feels as if

=g -"“‘—II.hll.-.:- i e

it's only t?w.lr_df ; perception uL Me in altender, femme-fag,

§ long-haired nice boy kind-of-way. That's the kind :
f N N, i A———:
of valldiut_mn I get, not as a woman -god forbid- such as [}

Jthemselves, 8% PR Tl

PLN ol

]'1

i .
P &

i 2

Like they can play off being "okay/cool"” towards me '
oo e
‘ _as: ﬁnﬁ woman (seemingly, on the outside) and get |
marks for 'correctness’, with;uut' ever having to truly recognize 3
8 - B :

=y and validate my femaleness. 8§ B
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I Rarely do i see cis leshians (specifically) or queer women

being challenged on this closet transphonis that I believe still

remains alive and well in the | negative Minds of many.

It feels sometimes like "hey, this is all you're gunna
get from me, you freak..."--a niceness and keeping u 5
impressions onthe surface. Since what being "cool to me"

=
=

really means is that I May not (at least for the time
being) receive open hostility, intolerance degrading

condescension, etc. I sense that under the surface, lesbians

¥
¥
3
L
*
=

_

—_—

are often paranoid around me, like so nervous that i migh

| WY |
actua - attracted to Tml Like oh shit, what could it mean
if they attualhr believed and accepted me as a queer woma

in'their mldst, with my uwn valid experiences coming into
' uEer female |dentrt',r

1 contemplate these things most often in

et to i esbians, quée women who
; g R ”..-
o




&

seem to have lingering (or totally obvious) 2nd wave

feminist politics surrounding women and men, transexuali

and gender/sexuality in general. It seems the &,

&

-

mpensate for their| own phobias d1hre

R ko8 Tl W g g i
Egn s iy = (LET]
B3 e e L LT

gverco

e by being overtly nice to me. 1 also get this reaction
ignoranc :

that feels like "oh cute, you're one of those trans

women I've heard exist sometimes in the world".

This demeaning, condescending, paternalistic attitude like

"how cute, you're trying to
Wow, that's fun.

Guess I'll go jump off a bridge now that

i feel so validated
by those who own queer female experience,., 1] mean,

bviously it isn't just queer cis women who exhibit these
attitudes, it's straight women too.

Really it's all cis gendered people.

I've also processed with my close friends about this

unapﬂlugetic resurgence of leshian se paratism that i've
Seen springing up in recen years. This resurgency stands

hand-in-hand with the 2nd wave politic previously mentioned,

held onto so dearly all the while. Maybe it just never left.

Yep, that's probably just a given.




It's really sad and h”rtf""mg'_penple pretend to give a shit
for a time, and now just chuck it 3ll. Holding for dear life

to beliefs based on such fucked-up notionsj about gender

socialization, bodies, a person's "sex" /"birth sex",

sexuality, etc, These are people that I once considered friends

_ m least allies or acquaintances within my supposed queer
cumumty J1tincludes asometimes-covert transphuhla

or just the downright scrapping of any trans solidari

advocac that had been previously - albeit temporarily- shown,

-]
iy

1 5{"-" tﬂkenf "getting it". And WE“ = | gEnEl’HI 'E]FE“I'D"

Roh Tman

rESpnnse to trans issues and people's real needs for

safe an sclln:lant-,r IS a very low-integrity road to choose.

like thErE is a rampant trend towards this idea
of ' WE did the trans can we fucking move on noves
We did, so why n't you? You had your turn getting to express

s
-

your poor little experience, so get back in your social cage

{which isn't really that bad anvhow, Especiaiw
e it

for ‘male-socialized transwumEF'[_;an the lack of space

and It threai' people claim their necessary space that

ou all have - for a time- usurped...




. . \ A
4 Well golly. What was I thlnkuE"-' My experience is just
e T
t for pretend, just on the weekend when nobody's
fun, 3u5 or p j : — ¥ .
looking. Du:ln t you know? !;muau-,r hide out in m;_.r__lttle cave
-

y 4 e
like a good little trans an! su those to ?h straight dudEE

won t beat me to dE-EIﬂ'.I“ Sllhr me, I don't have a 3_uh ur a life
= e N

or relationships or an-.rthmg that I m tr',vlng to Survwe and Fnd
'ﬂTneamng in. Just WEI"'JWNQ lﬂ my uwn woes and self-prty_h

R
in my closet of shame and ma,ln‘.e heheue like I'm 5uppqsed iy q
RN — +'EI-=.
And gee, who am I klddingl?} mean, everything -,ﬂ_
is at my fingertips! The wo rld is my fucking nyrster

I can just choose to not be a woman if I want, and step back

] .

in line to rer:ewe all the ea§

and privile Etha'l: being "born-male” ﬁ‘l
j et

has to offer mE in this world. Bl
o
Right?

t's not that 1'd rath er kill my&erf or anv,rthmg, right?

Oops, Silly

“—'—--__ o — l

NE L




What about your experience with straight cis women?

Do you find : similar reactions and/or different ones?

I deal with some of the same reactions to me, yeah.
Y

-_—a
Some of the "oh how cute,_,

" shit for sure, Es I.'I'Eflﬂ"']l" a lot of
mappruprlate "1 heard of that on Oprah -let's ask tons o
ntense questmns and l}ffEﬂSWEl‘!’ assume I know your

experience" bullshit scrrnetlmes for sure. Ugh. It is at times
-

-
idéculnusl annoying, wrong, and hurtful. Yet this shit is more

_—_
of the obvious. Like "oh duh, I can see that F: emn and how
OO Y SRS 0090 =

that would suck for you", or whatever. I mean some people

for sure are like "really? really? that happens to ou?"

about shit that is so exp ectedand unfortunate| nurmal:zed

'1:' & & ¥ ¥ ® s L b

A4
as part of my (and I'm sure many other trans people's = S
"* = a TRy N s # 8 L

™ g |
= £ *
experience. I mean I'm sure you know how fucking ¥
[]
: F ¥ 2 4 o owm ™ 2
clueless people can be -sometimes stubbornly so, it seems.

L

|
+

without any recourse, gone mostl unnh'ced by anyone

but me in my|day to day life.



Th:s definitely includes stuff I said befnre that i've
W VTR

EI'ECEF‘tdInEﬂ in my m-:penen::e{s}

]

e

with cis lesbians/queer women,

E. e
ut "" ah, mostly what I experience on a daily fucking basis
frn
m Strmht cis w-::lmen is general harsh/hostile responses

Lo my gender expresﬁiﬂn and my body. Their unsettling™®

:bnfusiun as to what I am. Often it [comes in the forms of:

sick fascination

{5taring, laughing, snickering s

" wn:h fnem:ls or even other stranqem},
kl‘ fhorror and disg ust X

ment);
overt/subliminal methnds uf hatred H“QET’IUdgE

: . [
mpatiencaland discomort -

being unable to "figure me out” -my gender and |sexuality),
and so on.




straight, middle-class bourgeois assholes
|
strong and true to nwself.rl

interacting with them, trying to sta
i

t's hard. I definitely receive a bunch of sigit

from normal ass straight dudes on a daily basis for sure,

wrong. Especially in elevators, with rich

white businessmen and stuff. RIt s yucky and uncomfortable
definitely. Lots of staring and sizing up,
looking me up and down, lots of 'what the fuck?’ looks

m -in-horror, etc. But yeah, I do feel the

need to focus on other women's responses to me in my worid.

= How painful that is... Especially since, in this zine y'all are

talking a lot about misogyny and [ transmisogyny and

le with some sLared

. Ci aight gals definitely exhibit £

bR dunch of' that weird, overt niceness a lot of the time...

hat is, wh :
busy lumping me into the MAN

category and failing/ refusing to take the time to see me

or get a clue/ask me who I am before making assumptions
¥




JRpp— - = .-.:" : 1
1 f:llun; H-;:-,:r _leen t en thal: hnxer mnwe No I don't give
\a fuck about Transamerica or "
L= (T Oprah.

/No, let's not l:afl‘t [agam_’: ahuut Ma Vie En Rose
WA ATES % - L 1 A

5 gnr about Bo "5 Don't i‘ny, etl:. Process that shit
BE 4l'ﬁ' e ST

wlth 5urr;§hud-,r else. Please! Hn Idon't

B
¥
]
F
|
]
|

: Wi!ﬂt to hear the ful:kEdml:I shit your famnlr, your
i }’EE

ahnut trans people. I've hea

st friend, v-::nur rnnrnmate,

your lover said
S ALy
rd enuugh on

{m own to last a while, Th|5 is nut hmng a trans ally. -

0¥, vl
IStening, learning giving a fuck_. gwrng up'
some comfortability and ¢ Hoing mternal work

around gender identity fexpression fex perience (as s;

many trans people have to, everywhere, all the ﬁ}_-r_m

is a good start. Learning to be fair and appreciative |

and not judgemental or dismissive of any er§¢n15 I;-ud :

ine, yours, anyone. This is one of the reasons [

wanted to try and be a part of this zine

and why I am so fucking  excited about

CTRETS Lhabll ot B Lbe ¥ E SR R R WAV 7 *




the things you, Katie, Alix, and others have written about.

) - '
silenced, and [ L (SN o ignored, to be bravely
declaring that shit & e WM is fucked and wrong and is

s Vil S
gunna fuckin _change % W cven if we have to cry
and scream [ e R

This] shit rules. }

brave and vu ner';hle.-
=

| § fx

o
B

ST TR emma
sketchy Eexperiences you' you've had, and ongoing yucky th.‘ng
. N T oo A e — IET LG
veople say and do surruundmg sex, Airting, an tmg 5
_n.—_.lf-l"'ﬂ‘*“*""':”_l" MR 5

o an l"-'.'.'u speak to some of that f ;f,.r

'd:; -

(&




oy

2

. g I;md is I'rke my h‘EEEﬂfea
whgﬂ'ler as snma kind of imn ﬂlktransexualltyr or just asr
i . 1'| re - ma
" fraak body a::amlval showcase, or, Whal:euer |-

o

nd dnﬁt?,r'l hi dh"mrih-;n iti
ggender ide fet]s ze and belittie me m ng my
' - 4 L e =4

erience to that of a sexual nature. As in, sexual pruwass is

what I am, my greatest ar.mwment |Dr, at least the focus

/

igui t me.
what it is that is valuable and inng_UIng abou

Dkay_. 'feah 1 saw that movie tu-n . And veah TII'I1 curnr y
e o™ J

ng hotina EI:H'EE'I: But hey, guess w—hat‘..l

|5f

_.-' B,
_ jJust as cis wnman {nf all s-exualltles] in feminls{}[ %3
.L."'_ .- ‘:-‘-j _——

_ [ g
| movements have always fought t-n, express the demnrallzin‘h'i
Y Fr; -

e

inature  of being objectified... To have a woman's worth limited
] "

i

i LT,
and I'I‘Ilflll'ﬂlIE!d to that of their sexual availability, abili
AN waTny | .
thmr body's use to those who would judge them out of}

. ...I". .:
| their own social ﬂrmlega, to wield power ilhl:WE em. B




T don't want 1o g it ot o
nt to further alienate mvSEIf and add to the!

inde o ——
I- .1":'9'1 ;f.,that line in the sand that has and Enrrhn” es to exist

hE;WfE;t cis women and trans women. That is to say, I don't

w "-.:-EJ talk about women's experience separate to my own
when discussing the things I  just said, and have that further
-encourage the mscuuuett based in transphobia and

o Iuul'\-. & iy :r- :L F’-
tra nsrnliugyrnv. Cause shlt, that is quite often the case, sa 'l:"'!f.-
m“ T
Qur expenences Unier, am:l

'I mean yes, we are nut the same.
Iuﬁ:en it's |n11:mrtant to make that :lisl:lnc'uun Like hey: cis wom en

¥ iy .E-
id“" 8 "Emﬁ"“? have the experience of fearing they're going to!
irl |with a dick existing

| get beat to death I:H_.r jocks for being a gi

T -
| Fim Hm:rwnrtd And it's also just that all women's experiences
Al .j:ffer from uﬁé"&'ﬁﬁther T_h_lf-.‘re are man: many wavs of ?




/ wms-‘n this fact were mnre nl:wmus to Pt pecple 2 and I didn't have |
Ea-:h trans wuman 5 eupenence

to sa |t uta parentlwtlsn ‘T
(n y It but api . s el

vis dﬂrent anc . y : - -
ey SR have the same )

fuck the same

sexuahtles.fgender :denﬁues FA- v
e gender of p-EIrEn "

{fuck the same m“ﬂsfpj"t e ook the same, have the same
talk the same, el - y

P ) Gl or childhood EKFEI’I?EE@, etc.
::iﬂ # 'ﬁ.._ 4 ; w il ™
A e

#This shit is most upsetl:lng to rne because 1 expenence it fro

a——
uthnr queer wurnEn a lot, and t:hat‘s super | disheartening-
)
T at's another reason why being fetishized feels so deeply!

 bdsm attitude and desire, despEratelv hot and read

i - e

EEEEEE————

grind up on IJEDF1E l‘ﬂ at the lncal too-drunk-to- fuck lez ,.

slutty, scandalous, polyamorous &

adventures in dancing/flirting/sex i ,;?—:
the past many years and I love a lot

and am hell-of queer and excited about sex, s:'s'.
But i'm also really into Solidarity cnmnmmtﬁfamilf hmldmg'- .
! wrthm the circles of people that I care for and who ¢ care ft:-r me.

Int;matefnendsm Kinship, support are ; k-
things I value highly. #5
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e ——
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'f Fﬂﬂﬂf P ar uut rnwardsrﬂu? "-, {3
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' {People IIHE to sometimes use me fur thew weird exp-erimenis ur
mi B '——u-_"ll-'l"

S O R M | e

new shifts in their relationships to sex/eroticism, sexuali _
s Y ] b B s ST " !

3 NBLr. i
gender in|ways that are often veul
1 but t nevertheless creepy and non-

cnnse'nSual With dykes, it has felt 45 s
e R R e e L

as though they want to " t" gl
SRR o e e l_;r\‘ 1. & %=

:trans woman and hl: adventurous i

s w7 . i T T RO T, A

4 or to be with a guy in their mlnd fil 'i‘
v ) T i

e N N

mthnut losing pointsasa " jold- -star

llesbian, (The latter havin s A &k

:. [ g % . 1 1“ 'I T R
l:i i I|I"'llluui' ?-.f"‘l.'th‘rb; bl-' u;ﬁ " "'f ! ‘.‘ ! : g‘i

} actually been Exemphf‘ Ed tn me h':.! snmennesaving, "I'rn stlll 5

igoid- star". Like _ik- ¥y, who is it it you're e trying to convince here?),
Snmetlmesl_.’ geta feeling from fags, gay men, and que quEEf:‘ bi boys|

like "Ooh, honey, What is it? That's freahr and hot. L Lun_ks boy!

N arE——r L  ——— .

enough to me to f_l.LElE_ H?EGEE_H'ﬁnm
to that effect. 1 mean, gay/queer g g_l.T ';I'E
nften sexuallze e me/cruise me and
sometimes it s it feels great, 'cause yeah
I'm gueer and attracted to queers.
'So yes __E_n_zase see me. But really,

1 I'm invisible yet again. And invisible}
| to other queers rather than being seen,

appreclatm d for who 1 really am.

,if. ! 1':'1 3 r'r
“Slh st S kB o o "' L
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& nitlie Trrer

It's saddening because I'm attracted toand often wanna
|date/make-out with/fuck boys, and straight boys can be reall
complicated in that regard or are just totally unavailable to me

anyway. Especially when I sense that straight boys are ‘bicurious”
and want me to be their mid-way point to, ¥a know, DEIng wi

a guy. Jesus, for real. Leave me alone. I don't [wanna be your

coming out’ exploration, your science experiment. And then

there's straight girls. Ah yes, I feel another sense 0 curiousi

from them, towards dating/fucking a trans woman, having that

be an easy middle-ground to test out dating a woman. Ya know,

what I normall expect to find when i am sexual with

You've got a dick, right?
w-‘:li'l:; dl}“'t lruu?u




One woman who I made the mista

ke uf__?-"

4

N G

temporarily involving myself with asked me when we were

- HEET
making out, What do you got goin’ on down there?”

t was quickly downhill from there. Fun times. {I have alot 0
| feelings of constant anxiety and nervousness with new people
n F

about what they are going to expect of me, of my body. What

isexual acts they expect, what they expect m 'body to§

& a3

=y

look like /feel like, be able to do, etc. It's unnerving anc intense.

I end up being such a stone top person when, in actuality I'm

inot desiring that role inside myself with people. I end up usually

keeping all my clothes on, focusing on the other person, all the

while feeling c.amned to constantly repeat this lonely isolated
Sexuality in which I never really feel safe, seen, or trusting. @

A




I can't help but wonder though sometimes if some of the
sexscapades I mentioned earlier have been encouraged by

the mo%pr general expectation I find in queer

communities to be a very sexually-available, slutty,
scandalous person. I find an often boundary-skecthy,
pressured environment of competition and expectation to

be uvertly sexual most or all of the ﬁ?iié,i quite often. Iti
me, and makes me really fucking nervou

L

need a number of time.. to be quiet and solemn in myself to
think about who I truly am, what I truly desire, expect, and
need'in my life in relationships with those in my queer
family/community. Without the pressuresarising in a !ot of
the often shallov places that we end up existing
together...dance nights, bars, theatrics, Pride, and other




Yes I definitely think a lot of queers neec

and boundaries 101... What do you want to see instead,
personally and within queer communities?

I definitely find value in those places and experiences
relating to queer community and know they £an be really
important for all of us. Especially just being ablé to cut-
loose together, away from the fucked-up world we often
live in: our jobs, being out in public in the city, in the
straight world all the time. Yet I also think these spaces
are specifically the reason why people like me, and other
dear friends (trans and not) are often estranged, isolated
and disconnected.

I am left to many of my own devices;
anxiety, feelings of loss or detachment, etc. when all 1 have
to go on, the only places I am able to exist and express

myself within "queer community” are those I mentioned.

community around me, made up of

experiences that really nourish,
inspire and heal me.

e

people and




o = e Lt EEY b o TR
\Agency is something I am working on in this era of my life,
ffocusing on it to the nth degree. But I want to see more
networking among queers towards deep, meaningful '

\ | change, connecting more with one another in our
communities and "families”. We all have agency. We can
and do make choices, though it's often not at all easy and I
see that we get stuck in just surviving sometimes and live

F. in a disconnécted yet tangential relation to one another.

& Kernan, youand I have talked about this shita lot, 1

\ remethr."=I want to see more solidarity. | N\

U g

§

|

LY -

9 = aW\d g .- 'forreals.I'm

™ talking across the board. I'm talking frem within me, my

close-as-fuck queer family and friends, ffom "queer

community” at-large, Because this shit isn'L going away
anytime soon. It doesn't go away. My experignce isn't |

|~ something I can take off or storé away or worry about ‘!

some other day, no matter how hard I try. I want to heal,

and 1 want a so-callied queer community to support me in
that, and to heal as well.

R o AR T




God fucking yes. I really
other queers, more attemp
other queers m.rtﬂ

ts to say hi even/acknowledge
de of our small friend circles. Sigh,

Being asked to be a part of this zine was definitely really
scary, unnerving, and hard for me. It's always hard coming
out of darkness and it continues to be for me. It's a life-
long process. But yeah, specifically trying to express some
of this stuff confidently and without apology or disclaimer
felt really uncomfortable, exposing of myself. It felt
jeopardizing of my "safety” in keeping my experience
private, without the external judgment or dismissal of
others. But fuck, I realized that was the crucial need, and
the very reason why I should talk about my experience,
Fuck being silent. Fuck people continuously getting away
with really low-integrity behaviors and beliefs towards
trans women. So I agreed to this less-scary idea of doing
an interview, as you of course know, Kernan. And I can't
say how much I appreciate the space, the encouragement,
the support and validation to come forward and share and
be heard. That you valued what i had to say. Thank you for
that. You're fucking awesome and I strongly believe this
zine is really amazing and important. Crucial.




{ Writing or talking about a lot of this deep, core, sometimes
Very painful shit feels really big for me since it takes a lot |
nflemn_tinnal energy. In the past I have often experienced|
i things in a very secret, shamefu way. Totally closeted and
Isolated, venting into journals when I was younger only 498
!.mrh_en I d!dn't know where else to turn, So yeah, it's been
| Intimidating trying to motivate myself and build courage to
Come out about a lot of this shit. But vocalizing this stuff, §
: and breaking the silence of isolation is something I believe
needs to happen again and again. 50 thanks for reading,
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sober, Quesr and Femme:

|'-'J'-L"'-:'J1EI-I'I!'IEJD'|.'E- u:JIr.JIT:
quently, my body is labeled
|_-j|r.;|4_-r- biased on pre-defermined
eam world, Although | find tha

rachcal spaces; Ih|r phenomana sl bleeds in in cowert

the politics of sobriety cult WD infoxication culture gt t

ina mx, somalmes i feels ke my head might explode. These am
Just a few thoughts |'ve had over the past few

Fedpful for members of my larger commimity fo



2 g L .I*: " N ,,
e - F R B A g
l.ﬂ TI'% ~ 2 B e e L e i,

! ‘3 i, I dont Know you Just hEI:'E;JEE. Wi n@,l:lm:“:d to both hE at th
| Tr,é,-_-,- N Same |.';.'|.-'E|'|1. .E,ru:l hagpenad fo btk be Sobar. dpesn't mean my g
" Juang esn 550 up I ing &'ﬂarnﬂﬂ.ﬂ Iy Ik fon culturs Bk r .

%« 1 0oesnlabsolve you of your pateniial o be & chauvinist asshole, In
e % % W Oeriords, No, | won't take a walk outside with you alane, ditch my Jf§
*® | MEnds who may be l.'i'lr'lklng_ OF coma 1 ¥0U 16 your other friends
Cledrarmaved from this 5
R OETEE
R B B

4

bstances, | don't care if you're Sober oo and Yol
think you'ra lacking out for me " 1 da not respond wes io paternalistic
de it thelr job digor urage me
5ing. This takes away agenay. If | wanted to drink, |
would. I've decided not do. That's the point




MEMU FOR DRUNK FOLX BEING MYSOGYNIST JERKS

1: 1 will not be your assumed care-taker if you drink too much and gat

sick ust because I'm Sober and my gender may appear simitar 0
al of your mofhar's.

|:-.;
hyper- ’F:u.ﬂll e mﬂ1'
st thing you mea

cal THERAPIST
d: | am not an inherent nurturer, | may nol be in the mood to
comtar- & consalie vou i your alcohal cong
In an emotional flasco haar aboul 1
who just left you or about your bike that just got stolen,
-I_
Finally, a node for everyone; Forms of binary thinking ;
Ths inciundas binanes such aahnn-[', cultura=

ad”, The ouerlaps

2 fRchors imvolves

i dangerous

SF Bay Aeea




This is a conversation starter Lcontingers) :'Jbr.-m trans-musculine
peoples being femme-allivs, And feminist. And rearing down the
patriarchy (and white supremacy and capitalism.... “But | grew up

- - P - - -
socialised as female, aren’t awiomatically a feminist then?” Mope.

|
S ]

- L
- . - k] .
Before [ go any further with my rant, [ want to acknowledge r|;:|l;lnr_
am white, grew up with middle-class resources and & mixture of
middle-class and working class ethics [due to the different ;|4r1|5..-; - &.
of my divoreed parents). | am a tra nsgendered person, .'".1|_|..|!-
genderqueer. | grew up in a body other people called female Mn::
other prople still would mistikenly call me Female. Small-ish in
= I:'-a-d'g,-' sige. CHizer- (oot just in miy choices of lovers), _.-‘r-'Jf J“ -

| I this writing, 1"m going 10 continee an open conversation with
g examples of how misogyny and femme-phobda play our ik sulibe
ind not-ao-subtle wrava within radical {mostly white) queer'§
subcultures, T'll follow this with supgestions tor ways to be allies 1o
Femme-identified peoples, Firstly though, | want 1o brie Ely discuss
jr|5.|-- ways in which non-passing white trans-masculine folks and
trans-boys gain privilege. Hopefully it is chvioas how passing Lie,
where most peopls read them as a male/ boy, many white trans-beys
get o whale set of extra priviloges {um, it's called P-A-T-R=1-A-K-
B C-H-Y). |E you're read as 2 white boy, then you're likeky 1o ger at
least part of the package of economic, social and palitical pr ivileges
- howt minch you get will depend on an array of facrors such as your
clazs, ability, body size, how *masculine” you are, whether you are
read as gay or steaight ere. There has been plonty written sbout how
mien” (rrans and non-trans) get pr ivileges, however, there seems 1o
b more confusion abour how non-passiog trans-hoys aod traons:
masculine proples gain privilege. [t most of the world reads you as

Female, then what privileges are you gaining?
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A1 1 see it all arcans
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| wie mre

A
N Poivilesed L,
: k i b icky beast. | biear a bog of '|:'Il:|&|:|-| g
chosing 00 A . < L
i . Iu?:-:' my E'TI\'IIEEF"F. | live ougside 1he #yets
th ﬁs gl sormething that oo 'lake, ir is 50 IInl ;
a1 rkba B E b -1 A e
i _-": ayou. So even o roris et i troe o thing
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: Tanst ] \rans-masc -
M = boultures, transtoys and Ve
E:{.’_’ﬂ:"!E__nr_J: a bunch -\.[ 'jl.:'rrE":-Sll.'lr far :h_\g_am‘_-l“:. |.I'If‘-ll _‘|| and verbal Idl :.-.15|-'| enl

or respeac \ed or being judg ed 'r-r ChOICES

" | -
BRI not having our"gander recognised
!

{or lack af) [to alter or not & |.:.- hod |'5 ' f .

et s

\!dont war'r this article to feed into any trans-phobia

Ve

Nand nurture each AN
. urture each other AND hold each other accourntable
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Une more dlarification ¢ -
] IDI'I 1-=- e IﬂE‘_H:‘i}-fl ine anl t‘ll}j ns: | keep flipping backwards

hE'I‘w =
11I‘EL1'|E] forwards | &en Irans-boys and trans- rrt'ls-;,.J ine. Iwantiore o e ol

— B ; .
that n! ail boy SEIIE'|H" me, not 2 I"E’I'I'Irnnq Py i g '

L: 3] E_ &ic. 50 if you're a femma frans-bay,

— 0 i :
th ‘HI'I rl'lq?l';'tlE' some of this apg ilias r.|-| jI'LIJ d"ll_"‘.- ,5|:.|'|"|_e- L o7

B

Ample Examples.

afking aboul with

I hat I ; weing and t
&p into the examples of what I'ye baen noticing

{Hfriends in terms of how misggyny plays cul in the actions of many [fi-'iI'IE-l".a_'r:,-s

and trans-masculine

1 Peples,
i




mon ) at well

Hl‘l A -.-.-I-:r- ir
A :!||r_|

TEA A=

AR ._|. -_| P 5 NS iTiavrhe
BOETE Gueer TEEminise mIm et de Cognl Trans
WaOikiEn ns "r-'.';l '.J.-'|l1h-'||" :|||.|. 1||.- _'|'|-.'-|..- i ||_1|‘||; I. i}
beciise they are still the “enemy™ (ie, "mea™) ilaply
this atritude doesin’t coant trivns-bovs men as “real men”

pte them as still part of the wemen'

mically elevaring their araras due to

sexally and « RIS allv art EaefaiT]
(1] ||||:::|| WHYE fir 1 i-trane-Bove. | hinwe |.|||l.'|'.|.'.'

tliis 1o i '.'l|.|I1II|||.i|

d idea to alvo unpack
, din/ability, abuse histery ete, An
don't get me wrong - | don't waitl T almt down L




conversation about gender — | just think we need 10 discuss
nll of chess ddentivies ruther than picking our one identiry
in isclarion and ereating unuseful stereotypes. 3, 1 belivve
bath mikagyay ad trans-pholda are MOre gffan the Toot
this sorr of comment, atereotypes are often epeatnd to .
I“ﬁliﬁ' unjist behaviour and sititudes and cover aver Fear =
B like if someons is threatened by trang-women because they
are trans-phobic or have intermnollsed misGEyny, it is much
ERAIIET to come up veith axcuses ke “rhey take up too much
space” than acknowledge those fears or <isms In the svent
that she is taking up a lot of space ar your meeying, chances)
are it's because you won't open your group to her, or are
subtly ostracising her or because she ean tell tha
renlly consider her & woman, or because ale's
uncombortable with how you're glaring at her panrs 1o
axsesd wlit hits slie has, ]

| - Haw [ still see moatly women and Femines dﬂ]““ :lu::! "}

dialies {1 mean, veally? This is so basic I'm almost 2
embarrassed to pednt it outl). Even if | have beon mesEy
around the house for my entire life (including when |
identified ag/was socinlised an female), incre ““‘H'Ff
claiming a muscaline and/or boy idearity brings certain
privileges (like firting into deeply infused socialisstions L
around gender roles like “boys don't clean™) and thersfore
brings an increased responsibility 1o saddress those ]'
privileges. Any roles that perpetoare privileges, power | ]
dynamics and stereotypes need to be carefully negotiated
with all who are directly or {ndirecthy pac ticipating (eg.
this doean't mean if vou e a transboy il absalutely have
to do the dishes - bur if vou want to contribute in other

ways instead, then negotiate it!)

[ - L, g
| &s0 want fo point out that some femr =; may love Emng the
dishes and shouldn't be § ' o
rid d 2€ judged as unradical for wanting I periorm

“raditionally fﬂmininE"HOW d ld t.hE b 1 rd
|roles. In fact, often those roles typically associated with women are seen

s v B e e

of the cager

Ieﬁﬂfﬂ&ﬁ. natural or invisible - this needs to change.
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st and utifise the sy
| 0f femmes and women (... 3 particular responsibility to be intentional with
[ that suppart and ensure that dynamic is not only named, but negobiated as well
S W L — o — T LT
f,'Pﬂtfgagam, the problem is not when femmes | choose 1o do care work =

, e s
women and § femmes. | think rans-boys who reque

...

of this relationship and the
folks valuing andlor prepared to
F M;.— 5

g
e a—

.y

How trans-boys get o fix things, 've noticed a sharing of
¥E & &

i power and skills from non-trans men ro trams=men 1het

¥ o often doesn't happen between those rwo groups and
gl women, femmes. | challenge all tran i-hows to not forge
= howehiard it may have been 16 carve our a spacil in the L E
-.‘_"': L { weodwerk lab ar sehoal, or under che boonet af & car with {

the dudes or Iﬂuil-.iin_:.g something for the local serivist

N fundraiser, e

Bul at the same time - don't over-nsist

M —

that femmes s.hu:uu-lu' EIQW oW b Tix rhint_js -

LY e E ! : | L
:50me may not want ta (just like some tran
1 I

i d | s
11 masculine folks don't want in — B ‘
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wlop your misogyny redar | both for vaur eoam

prepared to give constructive feedback o people in loving,

supportive ways. Lo oy experwnce, this often works best

when dape within Eriendships, or fromm peaple who have

ridentities’ proviieges (plus, it shouldn't be the

i 1y - .
onsitility of temmes, waomen to call this soa of

i i
LAY T O b, | HE TIEAY __'|l\.'.'\-||,-.-

- one on one conversations (" heyv. are viow opet to

hearing some feedhack of

semething | nori

carise |

g | Well, I'm telling vou thi

respect/ love/ like you. W

El:']l Wik

sl ol .
] I wonder if vou consids

a
B gender) racial) class ideoriry

writing a lerter to the peracn

resEarching and sending

4 pPErrisic

ung someone ek lanother ally; 4 person's

trusted §

-|...|.- AT L mnateE =ic ) o -€.|'.||r_'-.'\-rl (EF]

-\'..|.5| |"\--||IF I|'_|I I_-.-: TRET

bringing in & gusst speaker, articles processes

workshops to address the general issve (withoo

[ .il'l"L fng t | Tt

nat troe = resist the nrge to weite it off or be defensive,

How about trying: "thanks for the Feedt

k. |':I'| S!.'-II:F [

e 30T THmE- O I"||||i |"._'|;r '||_|I J|1_: ':'|.'\-:| (1

i | Vi ..EI'\;.:I|_'|<'I with whar '||| OHOE BRVATE, rust .;|.:_'\.|_|"

Vel ¢VEC S5V 11 I'I cause chances ar I|.|'|'\.' 1E & jirast some

truth in what they are ssying and 7o

e being overly

sensitive  oa en used to silencs i '---'-.||l-'.-[l e lor so

long: People with privilege are trained to not see it That's

part of how it gets perpetunted. Just becawse youo can't see

I'.l".'\-' '|'¢'II.I| Tl J"'l': REL LR ERVINE 15 TTe IJI'I""|I.r ki
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[ i Do anri-racist work, : ism iz s inextricably part of
fernme-of color oppression in (moestly white) queer ||
communities (noi o mention n the madnstream), chat
addressing racism in gueer communities iz completely

essential and central 19 I’iEmW silidurity,

|
f o  Directly support femmes and women in your life. Listen to

f their experiences and try to understand how their e
oppression and marginalizstion is differeat from your
| \

“ .I |

— —

awn. Then ask them i#i how you could support therm. ), |
_ Vs =
(but remember it is noy ' their responsi Mﬂu educate you)

AR |

# Do the fecking dishes! (and clean the voiler/ mop 1!1.:4
Aeor/caokfearetake etc). Or explicitly negotiare other
roles that are mutually sgreed wpon by all invalved. (FSore;
negatiation meats CrO-M-M-LU-N-1-C-A-T-1-MN-L abowt
something and making sure everyone has equal power 10
say what they really want/need, and that a solurion is
agreed upon), This is so obvious | almest didn't want 1o
wirite it (because | think some trans-boys also chink thar's!
all there is to being & femme ally). And make a point of
stepping back and looking at your behaviowr in various
d situations {housshold, work, encounters with strangers,’
4 friends lovers), and tlinking abowr how your
{interactions/ choices/ communication e haviour was
Linfluenced I:l'!u" Yoy p-u:q']:‘l:i-;'.n'. of ather pn’uq?h"s “l'f'll-dl'r

lidentity and expression, — %
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% oek ro understand how all the different system

ppresaion are oked - find the sections with

fi1con OF Vour Time ;|-.||-' -_-.l:l |||_||- -||_'-|".'.

ting ofher causes

nhikiti
ntre-ing

makers and have a

afnenrs Uon | assamd Yoo

hier than yoursell

'uIIl
wihite folks
challenge mise




Enﬂ\"EI‘E ﬂtiﬂ'ﬂ Sta I'lE'I . chat about some of these {hjngs with your -

friends (sven if it's to dizagree ). Oo oo, | dare you. o Esct, doakle

e frl:u.m:‘-. snnd others l'u'mg kick-arse allies to trans-mase u,[m:-

Folks. THIS 15 DEFINITELY NOT AN EXCUSE {warning
kids, do not try this at home - ok} | have lately wondered if the |
actions of some trans-boys! trans-masculine folks isa reaction to
not being validated as & real *bov™, or really “masculine” {often
evin with radical queer subcultures). | wall about with ppgus of

people looking ar me as 0 woman. This {s extremely invalidating,
pataful ind invisiblising (is that even a word?). Sometimes |
wonder il | and others are tempted 1o replicate patriarchal versions
of boy-ness and masculinity in an attempt to ger some validation.
Joy even though ultimately it is totally up 1o us trans-boys and
# 1rans-masculine folks to wean ourselves ofF these T EL TR AT 1
behaviours; also it is greatly apprecinted when anyone (femimne or
non-femme) goes out of their way 1o change thelr coneeptions of

what s "bov” or *masculine” means, and creates a litle more space

N for all of us. '

carving out 4 pew boy, o new masculine, In fact, o myriad of new
i
wWHYs Lo be lsow or ma 5.|_".||||||.'. And this rime oot 'IH ""U‘gl' -I.'J...I.I.I:lﬁ U“r.__

those “men"”, this time through visioning and lving and growing 8 "J:" :
the new feminist gendergueer boy [ am. Hoo ray] Who else is ind SN

And how? e T
eynmy Drake i sunnydrake8@gmail.com
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1|_:; writing this zine. | st ted writi

lermate and how ' |

! N
Mgl constructs over 1 Cyeary. M
wrhmg @ot really comvoluted
BENOar 18 o LTl 1 uws 1t 's ha
tulk about gender without fallin
heteronormative steres tyvnes, |
have written forever fhout it Sinc
lost my kinko's hook up I'm now
budect, So I took g bieal® beenk a
then just wrote o list Ul msoEvni s
[ ve Beon witness 1o md taken port
BB WA more Cost gliective an

g ol
how ['ve e &1 e
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iid femmophobia means thiat 5

| Misogyny
'-1] PL the comment, “how. do you hike

S heels? How do people wear them | don’|
o

et it” on a fairly regular basis. Which, | -

reply “because they're beautitul and you e Ml
o figure it out.” When | hear commentsgs B - i ]
8 like these, | feel judged, like “how silly S i
wd impractical you wearing heels!" BESSS

A . |
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